'Editor with a Difference
as a writer. In the 275 hand written pages only three lines have
been scratched out. A few words here and there have been changed.
When Gandhiji got tired of writing with his right hand, he wrote
with his left."8 He finished the whole manuscript in ten days time.
He was asked later as to whether he would like to make any
change in the book. He made only one change. The word
* prostitute' used in connection with Parliament was taken out.
This was done to satisfy the sentiment of an English lady who
was annoyed over the use of the word.
What was Gandhiji's attitude towards the vernacular press ?
Did he like conducting English papers at the cost of vernacular
ones ? Was he happy in communicating his ideas with readers
through the medium of a foreign language ? These and many
other questions will naturally crop up while discussing Gandhiji as a
journalist. He had, as we will see, his definite view on the subject.
Kaka Saheb Kalelkar mentioned an incident which occurred
immediately after Gandhiji came back from South Africa, A
Parsi journalist interviewed him and as was the custom of those
days, started asking questions in English* Gandhiji, politely but
firmly replied, " Friend, you are an Indian and I, too, an Indian.
Your mother tongue is Gujarati, and so is mine. Why, then, do
you ask your questions in English ?,,Doyou imagine that I have
forgotten my native tongue because I lived in South Africa. Or do
you consider it more dignified to talk in English because 1 am a
barrister."9
Newspapers carried this story widely. Tn those days when
affected English conversation and European dress were criteria
for a successful politician, at least here was a man who was not
ashamed to speak his language if he could.
Personally Gandhiji did not like to write much in English though
he loved the language and developed, as we saw, a style of his own.
He knew that English could not be the national language of India.
But so long as the national language, Hindustani, was not
developed, he had to choose a medium through which his message
could be reached to the four corners of the country. Indian
8 Prabhudas Gandhi: My Child/wad with Gandhiji (Navajivan Publishing
House, Ahmedabad, 1957), p. 87.
* Kaka Kalelkar : Sfray Glimpses of Bapn (Navajivan Publishing House,
Ahmedabad, 1950), p. 4.
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